THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
desperate need of a figure-head. She wanted some-
body who would express all that she most venerated -
youth, energy, courage, and that militant asceticism
of which Prohibition is the rather ludicrous symbol.
Until Lindbergh arrived, she had nobody who quite
fitted that role. There were many school-book
heroes, of course, and there was always the titanic
figure df Lincoln, silhouetted against the national
horizon, but there was never anybody who had a
universal, unchallengeable appeal.
Then, suddenly, with a whirr of wings, Lindbergh
fluttered the pages of American history. The nation
took him to its heart and there, unless one is seriously
mistaken, his image is permanently engraved. So
far, his every action has only served to deepen and
intensify that image. I earnestly hope and believe
that he will continue what he has so gloriously begun.
For Americans are saying to themselves :
*He is of the future. So are we. He chooses the
air as his province, and he has a vision that it is in the
air, free and international, that the new civilization
will be born. That is our vision too.
*He is unmercenary. That is an example which
we would follow. For years we have been waiting
for a leader who was not only above corruption but
who showed a positive indifference to dollars. We
have him now.
*He is ascetic, and yet, he is not ugly. That is, at
last, the triumph of the American ideal. Our Puritan
morality may be admirable but it is very often
kidetms, and nearly always ridiculous. But here is a
young man who does not drink, nor smoke, nor
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